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2020 CENSUS PROGRAM MEMORANDUM SERIES: 2022.07 
 

Date:   March 1, 2022 

 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Record 

 

From:   Albert E. Fontenot, Jr.  (Signed March 1, 2022) 

Associate Director, Decennial Census Programs  

 

 Subject: Updates to the 2020 Census Data Products and Dissemination Detailed 

Operational Plan 

 
Contact: Cynthia Davis Hollingsworth 
 Program Manager, 2020 Census Data Products and Dissemination 

Decennial Census Management Division 
 (301) 763-3655 
 cynthia.davis.hollingsworth@census.gov 
 
This memorandum documents specific updates made to the Data Products and Dissemination operation 
(DPD) since the release of the Detailed Operational Plan on January 19, 2019. As documented in the 
2020 Census Operational Plan v5.0, the Data Products and Dissemination (DPD) Operation performs four 
primary functions:  
• Prepare and deliver the 2020 Census apportionment data for the President of the United States to 
provide to Congress by December 31, 2020.  
• Perform disclosure avoidance. To protect information against disclosure in published tabulations, the 
Census Bureau uses disclosure avoidance procedures—techniques to disguise data to protect the 
confidentiality of those data.  
• Tabulate 2020 Census data products for use by the states for redistricting.  
• Tabulate and disseminate 2020 Census data for use by the public. 
 
Changes to this operation resulted primarily from delays related to the COVID-19 pandemic. The COVID-
19 pandemic affected the 2020 Census schedule from field operations through data integration. 
Additional steps to assess data quality and perform additional processing subsequently introduced a 
delay in the delivery of the apportionment counts from the legislative milestone of December 31, 2020, 
to April 26, 2021.  
 
The additional data integration post-processing phases to review and process the 2020 Census data 
were prioritized to meet the quality standards, which also contributed to schedule changes. The 
schedule for the additional data quality steps was explicitly supported by Executive Order 13986, dated 
January 20, 2021.   
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As designed and described in the Redistricting Data Program (RDP) and the DPD detailed operational 
plans and the Updates to the 2020 RDP DOP, the DPD operation supported the RDP operation to meet 
its revised dates and RDP Phase 3 Data Delivery workflow to deliver the high-quality data the states 
need for legislative and congressional redistricting in a timely manner. The Census Bureau through the 
RDP mitigated the shift of the schedule away from April 1, 2021, with the RDP and DPD operations 
releasing the redistricting data tabulations to the official state recipients and to the public in the legacy 
format on August 12, 2021. The DPD operation provided the legacy format redistricting data, which 
consisted of four pipe-delimited text files (including a geoheader file and three data segment files 
featuring the six Public Law 94-171 tables). The legacy format files contained the identical data to the 
files delivered and disseminated to the official state recipients in the production format of removable 
media and database and to the public through data.census.gov in September 2020. More information 
on Redistricting Data Program operational changes can be found in Memorandum 2021.19: Updates to 
the 2020 Redistricting Data Program DOP (census.gov). 
 

The 2020 Census Memorandum Series 

The 2020 Census Memorandum Series documents significant decisions, actions, and accomplishments of 
the 2020 Census Program for the purpose of informing stakeholders, coordinating interdivisional efforts, 
and documenting important historical changes. 

A memorandum generally will be added to this series for any decision or documentation that meets the 
following criteria: 

1. A major program-level decision that will affect the overall design or have significant effect on 
2020 Census operations or systems. 

2. A major policy decision or change that will affect the overall design or significantly impact 2020 
Census operations or systems. 

3. A report that documents the research and testing for 2020 Census operations or systems. 

Visit 2020 Census on Census.gov to access the Memorandum Series, the 2020 Census Operational Plan, 
and other information about preparations for the 2020 Census. 
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